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ICJ: Isracl must cease Rafah operation | Watch LIVE

UN top court says Israel must halt military operation in Rafah, responding favorably to
South Africa's petition amid broader 'genocide' claims in Gaza; Experts believe Israel will

not comply
Itamar Eichner|Updated:11:23

On Friday, The International Court of Justice (ICJ) at The Hague has announced that, in
accordance with South Africa's motion to stop the IDF’s operation in Rafah, Israel is
thereby ordered by the court to suspend the military operation being conducted in the
Gaza Strip's most southern city, also believed to be the hiding place of Hamas' upper
echelon.

The petition is part of a broader lawsuit accusing Israel of carrying out genocide in Gaza.
Estimates in Israel say the likelihood of South Africa's original demand for stopping the
war in Gaza being accepted is moderate, but the chances of partial acceptance of the



demand, focusing on a cease-fire in the Rafah area and issuing additional orders to
increase humanitarian aid to the Strip, are higher.

The international panel of judges stated that Israel has not satisfactorily demonstrated that
their evacuation efforts and associated measures, which they claim are aimed at
improving civilian safety in the Gaza Strip, particularly for those recently displaced from
Rafah, are sufficient to mitigate the substantial risks faced by the Palestinian population
due to the military actions in Rafah.

In summary, Israeli officials note that while the decision is more limited than South
Africa would have ideally wanted, it poses greater challenges because it significantly
confronts the United States, who had opposed the Rafah operation and warned of a
potential humanitarian catastrophe—an assertion the court has essentially endorsed,
citing senior American officials. The issue becomes problematic because if Israel does
not comply with the order, it will be referred to the UN Security Council, where it is
uncertain whether the United States will exercise its veto power.

Despite the order being issued by the ICJ, it is indeed widely believed by experts that
Israel will not comply. What's likely to follow is a scenario where the Palestinians and
their supporters will turn to the UN Security Council to try to pass a resolution to impose
a cease-fire on Israel for all of Gaza or in Rafah specifically.

Jerusalem is preparing for more challenging scenarios, especially after the recent political
debacle at the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the request by its chief prosecutor
to pursue arrest warrants against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Gallant.
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World Bank warns ofPalestinian Authority's potential 'fiscal collapse'
International financial body says gap between revenue and spending in Palestinian
territories increasing and is set to cross the $1 billion mark

Ynet|04:17

The World Bank addressed the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) financial situation on
Thursday and reported a significant downtrend seen in the last three months, raising
concerns ofa possible "fiscal collapse."

In its update on the PA’s fiscal situation — related to the state's treasury and revenues —
the World Bank pointed to a rapidly growing gap between the amount ofrevenue and the
amount of funds needed to provide essential public expenditures in Palestinian territories.
According to World Bank data, as of'the end 02023, this gap reached $682 million, and
is expected to double to $1.2 billion in the coming months.



The World Bank indicated a significant impact on the PA’s revenues due to a drastic
decline in its economic activity. Since October 2023 and following the war in Gaza, the
Palestinian economy has lost nearly halfa million jobs: about 200,000 in the Gaza Strip,
144,000 in the West Bank, and approximately 148,000 jobs in Israel.

The proportion of Palestinians living below the poverty line stood at 32.8% by the middle
0f2023, with dramatic disparities between Gaza and the West Bank: in Gaza, the poverty
rate was close to 64%, and in the West Bank, it reached 12%.

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich called on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Wednesday to take steps against the Palestinian Authority (PA) following the unilateral
recognition of Palestinian statehood by Norway, Ireland and Spain and the International
Criminal Court (ICC)'s decision to pursue arrest warrants against Netanyahu and Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant.

In one of these steps, Smotrich announced that he intends to stop transferring tax
revenues to the PA — which Israel collects as part of the Paris Protocol signed between

the sides in 1994 — and won't extend the indemnity to correspondent banks that transfer
funds to banks in the West Bank.

Israel's Security Cabinet approved in January a framework for transferring the Palestinian
Authority’s deducted tax revenues to Norway after Smotrich refused to deliver the funds,
raising fears ofthe PA's collapse as a result.

The United States is making efforts to prevent Smotrich's plan from going forward, as the
Israeli defense establishment raised concerns about the PA’s potential collapse, which
could lead to chaos in the West Bank.

In light ofthis, Gallant has made several attempts to increase the number of Palestinian
workers entering Israel since October 7, arguing this factor helps maintain stability in the
West Bank.
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Netanyahu says Israel has 'detailed, surprising plans' as north burns from war

Prime minister visits IDF Northern Command amid missile volleys and drone infiltration
warnings as local residents criticize government inaction

Yair Kraus, Lior Ben Ari, Elisha Ben Kimon, Itamar Eichner|Yesterday | 14:17

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited the IDF Northern Command on Thursday
and said that Israel has "detailed, important, even surprising plans," while sirens
continued to sound in the Upper Galilee, missiles fired from Lebanon, and fires burned in
various locations in northern Israel.

Following a series of sirens sounded throughout Thursday evening, the IDF announced
that two drones had infiltrated Israeli territory; one was intercepted and the other
detonated in the Kiryat Shemona area.



Meanwhile, the Israeli Air Force attacked several Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon.
Among the targets were Hezbollah military complexes in Ayta ash Shab, Rab El
Thalathine and Markaba, as well as a military structure and two observation posts in
Odaisseh.

During his visit to the IDF command, Netanyahu received an operational briefing from
Northern Command chief Major General Ori Gordin about the extensive offensive and
defensive operations held in the sector.

Netanyahu spoke with Gordin and other military officials about the detailed operational
plans in the area. A statement from his office, said that he heard about the soldiers’
determination to act as needed in order to return the northern residents to their homes
safely.

"We are constantly in action on the northern front. As of now we have eliminated
hundreds of Hezbollah terrorists and we are still poised to — even today," Netanyahu said.
"I just received a briefing from the head of Northern Command and I also spoke with the
division commanders. We have detailed, important, and even surprising plans. But I will
not share these plans — which are designed to do two things, 1) to restore security to the
north, and 2) to restore the residents safely to their homes — with the enemy. We are
determined to achieve both of them together."

Constant siren alerts were also heard in Kiryat Shemona and the Galilee on Thursday.
Dozens of missiles were fired from Lebanon, and fires broke out in the area. Even hours
after the volley, firefighters were operating at several major fire sites in open areas in
Ayelet HaShahar and near Beit Hillel.

Northern residents, who have been suffering from the expansive and dangerous missile
attack on the northern border for nearly eight months, sharply criticized the government's
actions.

Nisan Ze'evi, a resident of Kibbutz K far Giladi in the Galilee, told Ynet about the
situation in the north amid ongoing Hezbollah attacks. "We face a great challenge; our
communities are asking for answers on so many issues. Meanwhile, we’re trying to keep
our businesses — agriculture and quarries. We’re very close to a hostile Hezbollah village,
from which most of the anti-tank missiles are being fired," he said.

5.23.24-Th
Gantz seeks inquiry of PM ignoring Gaza reports prior to Oct 7
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Gantz calls for state inquiry into Oct. 7 failures after reports that PM received warnings
Netanyahu's office says there was no warning about Hamas planning attack and that 'a
completely opposite assessment was provided'

Moran Azulay, [tamar Eichner|Yesterday | 13:38



Government minister Benny Gantz, chairman of the National Unity party, announced
Thursday evening that he will soon submit a proposal for the establishment of a state
commission of inquiry. The announcement comes after reports that Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu received four different warning letters from the IDF's intelligence
division in the months between March and July 2023 that "Israel's enemies" planned to
take advantage of judicial overhaul crisis and launch an attack.

The Prime Minister's O ffice said in a statement that "Not only was there no warning of
any kind about a Hamas intention to attack Israel from Gaza, but a completely opposite
assessment was provided."

“We’ve all seen the difficult video of the kidnapping in Nahal Oz, we’ve all seen the
public debate about whether or not warning was given to the prime minister. There is no
doubt, the period and the events leading up to October 7, and the continuation of the
campaign since then, are a national upheaval that we must learn from,” Gantz, a member
of the war cabinet said. "This is the right action for the continued functioning ofthe state,
and it will also help us with the international legal challenges that lie before us."

A state investigation committee is an independent body established for the purpose of
investigating a specific matter and drawing conclusions. It is entitled to make
recommendations on a matter of public importance. It has a quasi-legal nature and
therefore carries a lot of weight.

The IDF confirmed on Thursday afternoon, in an official response to a Freedom of
Information request submitted by the Hatzlacha (Success) nonprofit association, that the
prime minister received four different warning letters from the IDF's Intelligence
Division in the months between March 2023 and July 2023. In the letters themselves,
whose existence was reported in Ynet and Yedioth Ahronoth as early as last July,
Netanyahu was warned of the weakening of Israeli deterrence following the terrible
damage to social cohesion in Israel, including threats by thousands of IDF soldiers that
they would not show up for duty.

The IDF did not release the content ofthe letters sent to Netanyahu, but the prime
minister revealed some of the information in a statement issued on Thursday evening by
his office.

According to the statement: "Two references to Hamas in four intelligence documents
point out that Hamas did not want to attack Israel from Gaza and that it favored a
peaceful arrangement. The first reference, from March 19, 2023, notes that Hamas'
strategy is "leaving Gaza on the back burner" and focusing attacks against Israel from
other arenas. The second reference from May 31, 2023 recommended that Israel join the
'regional de-escalation trend' and 'take a step forward toward a peaceful arrangement with
the Gaza Strip and the Hamas sovereign'."

The statement added that: All of the security bodies consistently supported these
assessments that Hamas was not interested in escalation but in an arrangement with Israel
and that Hamas was deterred."

The Prime Minister's O ffice also noted that that Netanyahu himself warned about the
danger of'the lack of cohesion in Israel when speaking about those who refuse to serve in
the military.



"Yet Prime Minister Netanyahu was accurate when he warned Israel’s enemies that on
the day ofreckoning ,the internal debate will not impair our determination and strength to
strike them whenever necessary'," the statement concluded.

5.23.24 -Th
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IDF forces push deeper into Rafah

Army reports troops engaging terrorists in Brazil neighborhood and Al-Shaboura refugee
camp, marking deepest point Israeli forces operated in Gaza's southernmost city as they
continue pushing westward; World Court to rule on halt to Rafah offensive Friday

Elisha Ben Kimon, Einav Halabi03:47

The IDF reported Thursday morning that troops were engaging terrorists in Rafah's
Brazil neighborhood and Al-Shaboura refugee camp, marking the deepest point Israeli
forces have operated in the Gaza Strip's southernmost city as they continue pushing
westward.

According to the army, 162nd Division forces operating in Rafah located a ready-for-use
rocket launcher, while Nahal and Givati Brigade soldiers located and destroyed several
tunnels and rocket launchers there, eliminating terrorists in close-quarters encounters.
Additionally, Israeli aircraft eliminated three terrorists who were firing mortars at the
forces.

Earlier, Palestinian news agency Shehab reported exchanges of fire between Hamas
operatives and IDF forces in Rafah's Yibna refugee camp, also the furthest west the IDF
has reached in the city.

The army also reported that 98th Division forces eliminated several Hamas terrorists in
strikes on military buildings used for storing weapons in the heart ofthe Jabalya refugee
camp in northern Gaza as troops also operated in central Gaza.

The International Court of Justice said on Thursday it will rule on Friday, May 24 on
South Africa's request to order a halt to the Rafah offensive in Gaza.

In hearings last week South Africa had asked the ICJ, also known as the World Court, to
order a halt to Israel's offensive in Gaza, and in Rafah in particular, to ensure the survival
of the Palestinian people.

The demand for such an emergency measure is part ofa larger case brought by South
Africa accusing Israel of genocide.

Israel has denounced South Africa's claim that it is violating the 1948 Genocide
Convention, saying it makes a mockery of the crime of genocide. The court has
previously rejected Israel's demand to throw out the case and has ordered it to prevent
acts of genocide against the Palestinians.



Reuters contributed to this story.
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Intense fighting as IDF advances to heart of Rafah

Exchanges of fire between IDF and Hamas are heard at all hours, and intensity has
reached highs never before seen; Biden administration criticizing Netanyahu, saying his
lack ofa post-war vision is only strengthening Hamas

ynet correspondents|12:18

The IDF said on Wednesday that its forces have made significant strides in the war
against Hamas. According to reports, forces reached the outskirts ofa refugee camp
located in the center of Rafah, but have not yet entered the city center, as intense fighting
continues.

The Wall Street Journal, citing Egyptian sources, reported that the IDF controls 70% of
the Philadelphi Corridor along the border with Egypt effectively controls half of the
border area.

The military said that forces identified and destroyed launch sites in the Rafah area,
which were loaded and aimed toward Israeli territory.

The United Nations reported that approximately 800,000 people have fled Rafah in recent
days, while Israel claimed the figure was even higher. In light ofthe mass evacuation and
efforts to avoid harming civilians, the Biden administration was expected to soften its
opposition to a broad Israeli operation in Rafah.

According to a report in Politico, the White House claimed that the IDF has only
managed to take out about a third of Hamas terrorists, and has left the majority of terror
tunnels undisturbed. Senior figures in the Biden administration believed that Netanyahu's
indecisiveness regarding the management of the Gaza Strip after the war had emboldened
Hamas, to the point where it is routinely recruiting new terrorists in the areas where IDF
has moved on from.

Earlier on Wednesday, the IDF announced the killing of a senior Hamas Northern
Command operative Ahmed Yasser Alkara, who had taken part in the massacre of
October 7 and carried out numerous shooting attempts directed at IDF troops. As troops
prepared to carry out a strike on Alkara, a child was identified nearby, prompting forces
to halt their operation. After the boy left the area, the forces attacked, killing the terrorist.
The IDF said Air Force fighter jets killed five Hamas terrorists who operated from within
a school compound in northern Gaza. The military said the attack was planned carefully,
using precise fire and taking measures to ensure no civilians would be hurt.
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Hostages' mothers watch Hamas terrorist say in footage: '"These are the girls who can get
pregnant’

For two hours, IDF soldiers Liri Albag, Karina Ariev, Agam Berger, Daniella Gilboa,
Naama Levy were surrounded by dozens of terrorists, with the bodies of dead friends
beside them; 'In my worst dreams, in the worst Hollywood movie, I didn't think I would
see such a moment in my daughter's eyes'; Censored version screened for public

Yael Ciechanover|Updated:11:12

Shira Albag, the mother one of the IDF soldiers seen in a video during the Hamas
terrorist kidnapping of her and her friends, told Israel's Kan Public Broadcaster that in the
film the terrorists are heard saying: "Here, these are the girls who can get pregnant."”
The video that was aired Wednesday at 6 p.m. is a short edited and censored version of
the full footage, captured by the body cameras of Hamas terrorists on October 7.

"I can tell youthat I am one ofthe only mothers who have seen the video," Albag said.
"Most of the mothers have not watched it. It is very difficult to watch. You see the girls
there, after they have entered the shelter, and even after their friends have already been
murdered. Large numbers of terrorists enter and they are treated with brutality and
violence, and they are spokento in a very unpleasant and violent manner. There is
something unsaid that we are afraid of, but they even say it there among themselves:
'"These are the girls who can get pregnant.'"

"The girls sat in the shelter for about two hours after the terrorists captured the base,"
according to Albag. "They are handcuffed and tied while all their friends are lying next to
them and the terrorists are on top ofthem. This is a very edited video, very censored. It is
three minutes long and does not show everything that happened there in the entire two
hours - but one can only imagine."

At the Nahal Oz base, 15 female IDF soldiers who served at the base were murdered on
October 7, and seven were abducted alive to the Gaza Strip. Ori Magidish was rescued by
IDF forces after 23 days in captivity with the launch of ground operations in Gaza. Noa
Marciano was killed by Hamas terrorists while in captivity, and her body was recovered
and brought back to Israel by the IDF for burial.

The five soldiers still held by Hamas are Liri Albag, Karina Ariev, Agam Berger,
Daniella Gilboa and Naama Levy. They have been in captivity for 229 days.

"Their friends were dying in front of their eyes'

"Unfortunately, for two or three weeks now we have not heard public discussion about
the return of the hostages, everything is stuck, Orly Gilboa, the mother of hostage
Daniella said. "The decision-makers have time to wait - they have other goals, so this led
us to release the video to the public. I personally have not dared to watch all the footage -
but the decision-makers had to see what the girls have been going through for 230 days."
According to Gilboa, Knesset members and government ministers received the full
version of the footage. "Out ofrespect for the murdered women from that day, we
censored it, but our girls sat in the shelter in front of the bodies ofat least 12 of their



friends," she said. Despite the difficulty, she watched specific parts of the film,
emphasizing that "I can't describe what I see in Daniella's eyes, these are looks that are
hard to explain. She saw death in front of her, it's far beyond fear. It's so hard."

"You have to understand the context around these photos," Gilboa said. "It is already
after the terrorists entered the shelter, which is a relatively small place; the terrorists are
shooting everywhere, throwing grenades, and their friends are on fire; they experience
this and finally the terrorists get to them and handcuff them. There are dozens of terrorists
in this small place and their friends are dying in front of their eyes; in my worst
nightmares, in the biggest and most terrible Hollywood movie, I never thought I would
see such a moment in my daughter's eyes."

Gilboa also said that her daughter is seen in the footage with an injury, and that she may
have been hit by gunfire, a grenade or shrapnel. "You see she is injured in the leg," she
said. she hoped that the public airing of the video would rekindle pubic awareness of the
issue of the hostages.

"We need to wake up the people who have gone back to routine," she said. "The hostages
have been moved to the background, they don't fully understand the urgency. We need to
wake up the decision-makers and beg for a Cabinet discussion on this. Everything is
being conducted lazily because they have time, they sleep in their beds and eat with their
families."

The War Cabinet convened on Wednesday night but, according to Gilboa, only Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant has agreed to a meeting with the families of the hostages in the
meantime.

"They say that first they will eliminate Hamas and then they will free the hostages - but it
should be the other way around," she said. "The danger to the hostages is immediate, they
are suffering, are murdered and injured by IDF fire. Dealing with Hamas will take years,
the urgency is first ofall to get the hostages out of there, even if you have to pay a price.
They say that a deal is not possible, but these are slogans. Everything has to be done to
bring back whoever it is possible."

'It's impossible to avoid'

"My parents watched the video first, it didn't take too long and we also watched it," Shai,
Liri Elbag's older sister, said. "You can see the fear in their eyes, I look at my sister and
don't recognize her. It is a very shocking video, very difficult. Liri saw with her own eyes
her friends are being murdered, their bodies being tied up, and the number ofterrorists
that are around them and how they are being talked to.

She went on to say: "Seeing it with my own eyes is even worse than I imagined. This is a
video from October 7, so many things have happened since then, so many things they see
and experience every day — and for the last two weeks they have not talked about the
hostages at all. I don't know how people don't talk about them, how people don't dare to
watch this video."

Last month Ynet revealed that the footage was previously shown to the War Cabinet and
the expanded Security Cabinet, but many of the ministers chose not to watch it. Minister
Bezalel Smotrich, for example, turned to the ministers who chose to watch the film asked:
"You don't want to sleep well at night?"

Referring to Smotrich, Shai Elbag said: "Today he could not avoid it, everyone saw it
here in this country and all over the world and will remember that these are living people



and that they should be brought home. O fcourse, the bodies of the murdered also should
be brought back, but there are still living people who suffer abuse daily. We have to do
everything possible to bring them home."

Will ministers who oppose the deal change their minds following the video?

"I really want to hope that they will not be able to remain indifferent to such footage, and
that they will just try to imagine their child in this situation and maybe it will change
things there a little. They must remember that Liri and the other girls were kidnapped
during their shift. They went to protect the state and that's how the state should protect
them and all the hostages, and they are currently failing at this. For eight months, this has
not happened, for eight months all the hostages are abused minute by minute."

Smotrich released a statement after seeing the clip in which he said the horrors depicted
there only bolster his position that eliminating Hamas is the only way hostages would be
returned.
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Gallant ends 2005 disengagement restrictions, opens northern West Bank areas to Israelis
Defense minister grants Israelis access to dismantled settlements after 19 years; however,
move symbolic only after IDF Central Command chief bars Israelis from entering area
until 2028

Elisha Ben Kimon|07:08

Defense Minister Yoav Gallant instructed on Wednesday to put into effect a bill
repealing the Disengagement Law in some northern West Bank areas, reopening them for
Israelis for the first time since 2005.

The order will now allow Israeli citizens to return to the settlements of Sa-Nur, Ganim
and Kadim after access was granted to Homesh last year.

"The bill's implementation comes after extensive discussions that Defense Minister
Gallant held with the council head and IDF officials," Gallant's office said in a joint
statement with Shomron Regional Council Head Yossi Dagan.

However, IDF Central Command chief Major General Yehuda Fox signed a closure order
on April 1 for the areas of Sa-Nur, Ganim and Kadim in the northern West Bank,
meaning Israelis cannot currently enter these areas. The closure order, effective from
April this year until December 2028, aims to prevent an influx of settlers into the
specified area.

"Following the repealing of the Disengagement Law in the Knesset and after completing
the necessary procedures, we've succeeded in completing this historic move. Jewish
presence in Judea and Samaria ensures security, and the bill's implementation will lead to



the proper growth of settlements and provide security to the area's residents," Gallant said,
using the territory's biblical name.

"As I've done in all my roles in the Israeli government, I'll continue to develop

settlements in Judea and Samaria, strengthen security measures and ensure the residents'
safety — on the roads and in the settlements themselves."

"This correction is a historic moment, both morally and security-wise, for the State of
Israel, especially after October 7," Dagan said. "Today, the State ofIsrael officially
corrected the injustice of the disengagement from northern Samaria. I commend Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant for this just and valuable decision for the State of Israel and IDF
Central Command chief Yehuda Fox, who had the honor to sign this important correction.
After the Disengagement Law's repeal was approved, settlers were allowed to stay in
Homesh. Settlers pressured Gallant to instruct Major General Fox to lift the order,
thereby making it legal to stay in the northern West Bank settlements.

"We welcome the just decision to repeal the Disengagement Law from the northern
Samaria area. For many years, we have fought for the return of Jewish settlement to
northern Samaria, and even after Homesh was approved as a settlement, we continued the
fight, and now we welcome its conclusion," Homesh's yeshiva said in a statement.
Settlers from Sa-Nur said, "We congratulate the defense minister on this historic move.
He, alongside Yossi Dagan, is making history and returning us to the right path. In doing
so, they aren't only changing the past but also the future that's to come to the communities
of Emek Hefer, Harish and the surrounding area should we not return to settle in northern
Samaria."
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Smotrich vows to freeze PA funds after European nations back Palestinian state
Finance minister calls on Netanyahu to take actions against PA while ramping up West
Bank settlement construction as Norway, Ireland and Spain move to recognize
Palestinian statehood

Moran Azulay|05:42

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich called on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Wednesday to take steps against the Palestinian Authority (PA) following the unilateral
recognition of Palestinian statehood by Norway, Ireland and Spain and the International
Criminal Court (ICC)'s decision to pursue arrest warrants against Netanyahu and Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant.

In one of these steps, Smotrich announced that he intends to stop transferring tax
revenues to the PA — which Israel collects as part of the Paris Protocol signed between

the sides in 1994 — and won't extend the indemnity to correspondent banks that transfer
funds to banks in the West Bank.



Israel's Security Cabinet approved in January a framework for transferring the Palestinian
Authority’s deducted tax revenues to Norway after Smotrich refused to deliver the funds,
raising fears ofthe PA's collapse as a result.

The U.S. offered to transfer the money to a bank account in Norway, where it would
accrue interest, while Israel would transfer the remaining funds to the PA.

Until the agreement was reached, the P A refused to withdraw the relative portion Israel
was holding. Now, Smotrich has announced he considers the arrangement void and will
stop transferring the funds entirely.

In a letter to Netanyahu, Smotrich wrote, "At the previous government meeting, [ and
many other ministers made an unequivocal demand to take severe measures against the
Palestinian Authority for its unilateral actions against Israel, including its pursuit of
unilateral recognition of statehood at the UN and through bilateral agreements with
several countries, and the legal battle it's waging against the State of Israel in the
international court at The Hauge to stop the war.

"After the discussion, you tasked a ministerial team, coordinated by the National Security
Council (NSC), to formulate a recommended list of measures within 24 hours. As you
know, since the government meeting, the antisemitic prosecutor at the ICC has published
his decision to issue arrest warrants against you and the defense minister as part ofa case
filed by the Palestinian Authority.

"Let me remind you that I approached you two weeks ago and demanded the formulation
of severe response measures. Unfortunately, the issue has dragged on, and some are
apparently trying to sideline it."

"I don't intend to allow officials to dismiss the issue. There's urgency for an immediate
response that will impose a significant cost on the Palestinian Authority for its actions
and deter it and other countries," Smotrich concluded.

Smotrich also asked the premier to approve the immediate convening of the West Bank's
Planning Administration to approve the construction of 10,000 housing units in the
territory, including in Area El; to approve a decision at Thursday's Cabinet meeting on
establishing a settlement for every country that unilaterally recognizes a Palestinian state;
to pass a decision to cancel the transfer of tax revenues to the Palestinian Authority; to
promote a proposal to bolster settlements in the West Bank; and to permanently revoke
all VIP permits for senior Palestinian Authority officials at all border crossings and
impose additional economic sanctions on them and their families.

5.21.24 - Tu
AP, an American news agency providing images to AlJazeera; defended by US

5.21.24-Tu
After outcry from US, Israel will return seized AP equipment



Communications Minister Shlomo Karhi walks back decision to confiscate AP equipment
broadcasting from Sderot, places blame for seizure on security establishment and Defense
Ministry.

Ran Boker|14:46

Communications Minister Shlomo Karhi announced that equipment confiscated by his
office personnel will be returned to the Associated Press news agency.

“Since the Defense Ministry wishes to examine the matter ofthe broadcasts from these
locations in Sderot regarding the risk to our forces, I have now ordered a cancellation of
the operation and return the equipment to AP, until a different decision is made by the
Defense Ministry,” Karhi said in a statement on Tuesday night, hours after the equipment
was first seized in the southern Israeli city. The statement appeared to place the blame for
the seizure on the security establishment and the Defense Ministry.

Karhi's decision was made in the shadow of heavy American pressure, and after the
Biden administration sent messages to the Prime Minister's Office urging Israel to walk
back the decision.

The ministry officials seized a camera and broadcasting equipment belonging to The
Associated Press after accusing the news organization of violating a new media law by
providing images to Al Jazeera.

AlJazeera network is just one of thousands of media networks in the world that use AP's
live broadcasts.

After the particularly unusual step of confiscating the equipment and stopping the
broadcasting from Sderot, the Biden administration sent urgent messages to Israel, in
which it demanded the cancellation of the move against AP, an American news agency.
An appeal was also made to the Prime Minister's O ffice.

The confiscation of the equipment was not coordinated with the Prime Minister's O ffice,
according to PMO officials. To justify the action, the Communications Ministry
published a video in which it appears that the live broadcast seen on Al Jazeera is actually
a shot from the house in Sderot.

Shortly before the equipment was seized, it was broadcasting a general view of northern
Gaza. The AP complies with Israel’s military censorship rules, which prohibit broadcasts
of details like troops movements that could endanger soldiers. The live shot has generally
shown smoke rising over the territory.

The seizure followed a verbal order Thursday to cease the live transmission — which the
news organization refused to do.

The Communications Ministry said that last week "the AP agency was given a warning
that according to the law and the government's decision they are prohibited from
providing broadcasts to Al Jazeera, however they decided to continue broadcasting on the
channel, which causes a real harm to the security of the state."

Earlier this month, the government voted to approve the proposal of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Karhi to close the offices ofthe Al Jazeera channel in Israel
Under the new law, it was decided to confiscate the channel's broadcasting facilities, ban



its broadcasts and access to its website and cancel the journalist credentials ofall its
reporters in Israel.

“The Associated Press decries in the strongest terms the actions ofthe Israeli government
to shut down our longstanding live feed showing a view into Gaza and seize AP
equipment,” said Lauren Easton, vice president of corporate communications at the news
organization. “The shutdown was not based on the content of the feed but rather an
abusive use by the Israeli government of the country’s new foreign broadcaster law. We
urge the Israeli authorities to return our equipment and enable us to reinstate our live feed
immediately so we can continue to provide this important visual journalism to thousands
of media outlets around the world.”

Before the announcement of the return ofthe equipment, the Union of Journalists in
Israel said in a statement that "the Communications Ministry must immediately stop the
hunt for media outlets and journalists. This is a serious threat to democracy and the
freedom of the press. It is a distinct Israeli interest that the professional and free work of
media outlets, foreign and Israeli, be allowed here, even if they frame reality differently
than the Israeli government."

5.21.24 —-Tu
Minister Karai seize AP equipment providing live video feeds to Al Jazeera

5.21.24-Tu
Israeli officials seize AP equipment and take down live shot of northern Gaza, citing 'Al
Jazeera law'

The seizure followed a verbal order last week to cease the longstanding live transmission,
which the news organization refused to do; AP says it 'complies with Israel’s military
censorship rules'; Communications MInistry: 'Inspectors warned them they were
breaking the law'

AP, Itamar Eichner, Daniel Edelson, New York|08:30

Israeli officials seized a camera and broadcasting equipment belonging to The Associated
Press in southern Israel on Tuesday, accusing the news organization of violating a new
media law by providing images to Al Jazeera.

The Qatari satellite channel is among thousands of clients that receive live video feeds
from the AP and other news organizations. The AP denounced the move.

“The Associated Press decries in the strongest terms the actions ofthe Israeli government
to shut down our longstanding live feed showing a view into Gaza and seize AP
equipment,” said Lauren Easton, vice president of corporate communications at the news
organization. “The shutdown was not based on the content of the feed but rather an
abusive use by the Israeli government of the country’s new foreign broadcaster law. We
urge the Israeli authorities to return our equipment and enable us to reinstate our live feed



immediately so we can continue to provide this important visual journalism to thousands
of media outlets around the world.”

Officials from the Communications Ministry arrived at the AP location in the southern
town of Sderot on Tuesday afternoon and seized the equipment. They handed the AP a
piece of paper, signed by Communications Minister Shlomo Karhi, alleging it was
violating the country’s foreign broadcaster law.

Shortly before the equipment was seized, it was broadcasting a general view of northern
Gaza. The AP complies with Israel’s military censorship rules, which prohibit broadcasts
of details like troops movements that could endanger soldiers. The live shot has generally
shown smoke rising over the territory.

The seizure followed a verbal order Thursday to cease the live transmission — which the
news organization refused to do.

“In accordance with the government decision and the instruction of the communications
minister, the communications ministry will continue to take whatever enforcement action
is required to limit broadcasts that harm the security of the state,” the Communications
Ministry said in a statement.

Earlier this month, the government voted to approve the proposal of Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu and Communications Minister Karai to close the offices of the Al
Jazeera channel in Israel. Under the new law, it was decided to confiscate the channel's
broadcasting facilities, ban its broadcasts and access to its website and cancel the
journalist credentials ofall its reporters in Israel.

The Communications Ministry responded to its move to confiscate the AP equipment,
stating that "the agency's photographers regularly photographs Gaza from the balcony of
a house in Sderot, including focusing on the activities of IDF soldiers and their location.
Although the ministry's inspectors warned them that they were breaking the law and that
they should cut off Al-Jazeera fromreceiving their content, they continued to do so."
Opposition leader Yair Lapid responded: "This is an act of madness. It is a media outlet
that has won 53 Pulitzer Prizes. The government makes sure at any cost that Israel will be
ostracized all over the world, they have gone crazy."

The White House said it was "checking the report" about the confiscation of the
equipment. "We insist that journalists should have the ability and the right to do their
work. Of course, this is worrisome," White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said.
The Prime Minister's O ffice claims that Communications Minister Shlomo Karhi did not
inform Benjamin Netanyahu about the confiscation ofthe broadcast equipment from the
AP news agency.

Israel has long had a rocky relationship with AlJazeera, accusing it ofbias against the
country. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has called it a “terror channel” that
spreads incitement.

AlJazeera is one of the few international news outlets that has remained in Gaza
throughout the war, broadcasting scenes of airstrikes and overcrowded hospitals and
accusing Israel of massacres.



5.21.24 — Tu
IDF use drones in WB & Gaza to detect & eliminate terrorists in structures & tunnels

5.21.24-Tu

Watch: IDF drones hunt down terrorists in West Bank operation

Elite IDF unit records precise elimination of terror cell in Nur Shams using drones; one
drone identifies cell, second pinpoints location and third delivers explosives; method also
used in Gaza

Yoav Zitun|05:50

Footage recently released shows the Israeli military using drones to eliminate a terrorist
cell in the West Bank. The clip captures a group of armed terrorists detected in the Nur
Shams refugee camp near Tulkarm during a counterterrorism operation conducted by the
IDF last April. The army is currently investigating how the footage was made public.

In the video, a drone films four gunmen in an alley within the camp. Upon spotting the
drone, the men attempt to bring it down by throwing stones, but the drone operator
swiftly removes it from danger.

A second drone is dispatched to confirm their position before a third drone fires five
missiles at the group, killing all its members. A fourth drone is then sent to verify the
elimination of the terrorists.

The images highlight the IDF's use of drones on the modern battlefield, a strategy also
employed in Gaza. Drones are used to detect and eliminate terrorists hiding in structures
and tunnels.

5.20. 24 — Mo
Rafah operation coordinated daily with Egypt, to allow locating & clearing tunnels

5.20. 24 — Mo

IDF controls half of Philadelphi Corridor: This is how Israel'[s operation in Rafah is
progressing

IDF's Commando Brigade reaches outskirts of Rafah, marking the westernmost point of
IDF operations in the area; military estimates that approximately 950,000 Gazans have

evacuated from Rafah, including neighborhoods not required to do so
Yoav Zitun|14:52

About two weeks after the start of the Rafah operation, forces of the 162nd Division are
deepening their engagement, and the Commando Brigade has begun operating in the
Brazil neighborhood on the outskirts of the city — the westernmost point reached so far by
IDF forces.



The military estimates that the Rafah operation will continue for weeks to months and
will proceed slowly and deliberately due to the operation's complexity and sensitivities
with the United States and Egypt.

The IDF has been pleasantly surprised by the rapid evacuation ofresidents from the area,
including neighborhoods in Rafah that were not required to evacuate. According to
estimates, approximately 950,000 residents have moved to designated humanitarian
zones prepared in advance, primarily in western Khan Younis and Deir al-Balah in the
central Gaza Strip. "This is a testament to the credible deterrence that has been
established, allowing us to operate more efficiently," the IDF said.

Additionally, the IDF has repaired water lines to the humanitarian zones as part of
preparations for the incoming residents. Field hospitals and supplies of food and
medicine also have been transferred to these zones. The IDF estimates that around
300,000 Gazans will remain in the Rafah area, similar to the number ofresidents who
remained in Gaza City after the ground operation there.

Currently, four brigades are operating in the Rafah area: three regular brigades —
Commando, Givati and the 401st Armored Brigade — and one reserve brigade, the 12th
(Negev) Brigade, operating closer to the Israeli border. The IDF now controls
approximately half of the southeastern section of the Philadelphi Corridor bordering Sinai.

"The forces are operating above and below ground, targeting terror infrastructure,
locating numerous weapons, including launchers and explosives, and eliminating
terrorists in the area," the IDF said in a statement. "So far, the forces have killed over 130
terrorists, located dozens of tunnels, and several significant underground routes that are
currently being investigated and destroyed."

Due to the sensitivity ofthe situation with Cairo, Israel has established a coordination
mechanism with the Egyptian military to allow the continued delicate operation. This
mechanism has been functioning well on a daily basis despite Egyptian anger over
footage from the start of the operation showing IDF soldiers destroying civilian
infrastructure at the Rafah crossing with tanks.

The IDF is making significant efforts to avoid explosive incidents with the Egyptian
military, which has moved forces closer to the border to prevent Gazans from entering
Sinai. Only artillery soldiers with special training and certification for the mission are
allowed to participate in this effort. Currently, artillery batteries from Battalion 55 are
deployed near the Sands area, south of Kerem Shalom, and along the border with Egypt.
These batteries must exercise extreme precision in shelling the Rafah area due to the
proximity to Egypt.

Simultaneously, IDF raids continue in the northern and central Gaza Strip. In the last 24
hours, a brigade-level raid was launched in the Sabra neighborhood, one of Gaza City's
largest, as part of the ongoing operation in the Jabaliya refugee camp. Reserve Brigade
679, also responsible for missions in